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Abstract:
-

come clear over the past 300 years, through such 
-

from genes and diet through lifestyle and culture 

built through a reductionist approach to ill-health 

of interest. This method has been very successful 
in detailing the health effects of many substances: 

concentrates on communities rather than individu-

majority of cases of a disease come from a popula-

cases arising from the much smaller population at 
high risk. So, in environmental terms, interest is of-

not enough attention paid to more moderate risks 
and exposures. The burden of disease approach pi-

of age.

-
-

arising from different perceptions and paradigms. 

-
-

sciences such as genomics and environmental toxi-
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-
-

ties? What is the role of health professionals? What 
can they offer the environmental geochemist?
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-
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-
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